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The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL)
hosted Dr. Mazin Butros Qumsiyeh, renowned Palestinian
scientist and author, founder of the Palestine Museum of
Natural History and the Palestine Institute for Biodiversity
and Sustainability, and Nobel Peace Prize 2025 Nominee,
on a landmark visit to Lebanon. For a whole week, he
toured a selection of SPNL's Hima sites, engaging with
local communities, and exploring joint initiatives focused
on environmental protection, cultural heritage, and
peacebuilding through nature.
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Protecting Nature

and Serving People in
Palestine: Learning from
Regional Experiences

Summary: The Palestine Institute for
Biodiversity and Sustainability (PIBS) at
Bethlehem University is learning from
regional partners. PIBS led efforts to
collectively write national strategies
including designating a new protected
areas network. Trips by our team
members are undertaken to learn from
the work being done in nearby countries.
The tour of the Himas in Lebanon and
speaking with SPNL officers and the local
communities increased our commitment
to create similar Hima models in Palestine.
The trip also developed ideas for regional
collaboration in research, conservation,
and community participation.

By Dr. Mazin Qumsiyeh, university
professor and founder of the Palestine
Institute for Biodiversity and Sustainability
(PIBS) and the Palestine Museum of
Natural History (www.palestinenature.org)
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