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Abstract 

Destruction of the environment (ecocide) always accompanies colonization and 
significant literature (usually retrospective) exists to describe such damage. What 
receives much less attention is how the indigenous people respond to such damage. 
Here we describe ways in which Palestinians have responded to the ecocide that 
afflicted our region over the past few decades. We highlight some case studies and 
explain why such forms of resistance are crucial components of the totality of popular 
resistance. We also conclude that decolonization requires this resistance both in 
challenging systems of environmental injustice but also to build sustainability options 
on the ground (a resilient eco-friendly economy).
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	 Introduction

Ecocide, defined as “the extensive destruction, damage to or loss of ecosystems 
of a given territory” (Higgins et al. 2013), has increasingly been applied to 
contexts of military occupation and settler colonialism (Artz 2023). Settler 
colonialism may entail the replacement of an indigenous population with 
a new settler society (Wolfe 2006) or involve exploitation of local resources 
while keeping indigenous people as indentured labor such as happened in 
apartheid South Africa. The link between colonization and ecocide was studied 
in many countries. This link in the case of Palestine is increasingly recognized 
(Tal 2002; Weizman, 2012; Qumsiyeh and Abusarhan 2020, 2021; Qumsiyeh 
et al., 2014). The Gaza Strip represents an acute example of environmental 
devastation under blockade and military assault. Israeli activities destroyed 
sewage treatment plants, agricultural land, and green infrastructure (Yin et 
al 2025; Qumsiyeh 2024; Yavuz and Unal 2025) The introduction of invasive 
species, depletion of natural resources, habitat destruction, pollution, ensuing 
deterioration of food sovereignty can be understood as an example of “slow 
violence,” further entrenching the settler-colonial occupation of Palestine. 
The settler-colonial occupation, along with the creeping annexation of land, 
agro-military settlements, and hydro-hegemony, strip Palestinians of their 
traditional forms of livelihood (Pedersen 2018). If colonization damages the 
environment then by definition any decolonization process must de facto 
include work for environmental justice (Lanjouw 2021; Salem 2019).

The process of overcoming Zionism and arriving at sustainability must begin 
with mental decolonization (Khalifah and Qumsiyeh 2024; Qumsiyeh and 
Amro 2019). Palestinians responded then both individually and institutionally 
beyond the issue of armed resistance (Qumsiyeh 2012, 2015, 2017a,b). This 
paper focuses on the little-addressed initiatives to resist environmental 
injustice and reclaim ecological agency under occupation. Through examples, 
we illustrate how Palestinians are actively challenging ecocide while building 
pathways toward a resilient, sustainable future rooted in local knowledge and 
environmental sovereignty.

	 Ways to Challenge Environmental Injustice

Palestinians have organized against their displacement and ecocide by 
depending on traditional ways and developing new forms of environmental 
resistance. The first way to challenge Environmental Injustice is to research 
and document it and simply reject its hegemony (Badil 2013; Barakat 2018). 
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Knowledge is power Monitoring Israeli Colonizing activities in the Palestinian 
West Bank and Gaza (dubbed poica http://poica.org/about-the-project/) is 
a joint project between the Applied Research Institute in Jerusalem (arij) 
and the Land Research Center (lrc). Both institutes have a long history of 
gathering data and documents and producing local maps and reports about 
settlements causing injustice to the local people.

Yet there exists another way to respond and challenge environmental 
injustice, sumud (trying to sustain presence and resilient community). We 
can join with the indomitable spirit of sumud, Ramzy Baroud (2025) writes: 
sumud “represents a profound and deeply ingrained cultural phenomenon 
rooted in [Palestinian] defiance, historical consciousness, unwavering faith, 
spirituality, the strength of family bonds, and the cohesion of community.” 
In a context where conventional forms of protest and political activism are 
heavily suppressed or criminalized, Palestinians have turned to alternative, 
often quieter but just as important forms of resistance. Ecological preservation 
and environmental activism emerge not just as acts of sustainability but as 
manifestations of sumud—steadfastness in the face of erasure. This reframing 
of resistance as something that extends beyond public protest and politics of 
appeal, works to emphasize the importance of building autonomy through 
preserving traditional practices. Most important is a return to agriculture 
or return to the land (Abdelnour et al. 2012; Zurayk 2012). Palestinians also 
resisted colonization attempts to erase their local food production by forming 
seed banks such as at uawc thus enhancing food sovereignty (Meneley 2021; 
Fullilove 2022) and other farming activities (Abdelnour et al. 2012; Golzar 
Anderson and Phan 2022). If Palestinians were allowed to continue living 
on their land using traditional methods of sustenance like stone terracing, 
they would have been able to be food sufficient (Abu Hammad 2004). Some 
Palestinians started permaculture farms as a form of resistance (Anabtawi 
2016). Maintaining traditional rain fed agriculture is considered a form of 
resistance and for food sovereignty in the face of Israeli onslaught (Tesdell 
et al. 2019, 2020; Kohlbry 2022). Other inspiring initiatives are also available 
for sumud (Al-Butmeh et al. 2019; Qumsiyeh 2021; Qumsiyeh and Abusarhan 
2020). Even in conservation efforts, Palestinians were able to conserve habitats 
and restore land despite political challenges (Qumsiyeh and Albaradeiya, 
2022; Qumsiyeh et al. 2023, 2024a). Seed banking is another interesting form 
of resistance (Meneley 2021; Tesdell 2020). Others include roof top gardens 
in refugee camps (Pedersen 2018), enhancing bio-cultural connectivity 
(Qumsiyeh et al. 2024b).

Resistance has also taken cultural and economic forms such as the 
Alternative Tourism Group (atg), which challenges the Israeli tourism 
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industry’s appropriation of land and narrative by promoting ethical, 
community-based tourism that centers the realities of living under occupation 
(Higgins-Desbiolles et al. 2013). Palestinians do engage in environmental and 
agricultural work for example via cooperatives (Abdulmajeed 2018; Krieger 
2018) and women empowerment (Peteet 1992; Hasso 2001,2005; Kuttab 2018; 
Al-Khateeb et al. 2017). Challenging injustice is done by a number of ngo s 
for example Land and Water Institute, the Palestinian Hydrology Group, the 
Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees, the Applied Research Institute/
Jerusalem, and the Agricultural Engineers Association. Some things can also 
be learned from other experiences (Ebbesson 2002). Campaigns are important 
for example on water (ewash 2012, 2016; Ashqar 2012; cesvi 2019) or via 
agriculture (Perrier 2021)

Individuals also resist in Palestine. This is usually young people that take 
initiatives to protect their environment and educate others. Najla Abdellatif 
founded “Zero Waste Palestine” which creates awareness on environmental 
issues and inspires households to adopt waste-free and sustainable practices 
in the Arab world (https://www.instagram.com/zerowastepalestine/). 
Abdellatif ’s digital content attracted tens of millions of views across various 
platforms. She has also delivered workshops and initiated and managed 
many projects benefiting thousands. Mohammad Shuaibi likewise developed 
a passion of photography and adopted the protected area next to his village 
using social media to raise awareness (see https://www.facebook.com 
/mohammadsheaibi). Some individuals end-up creating groups of activists 
working on environmental sustainability. For example, Deeik (2025) explains:

Farmers like Iman Turkman, a farmer from Al-Nasariyah in the central 
Jordan Valley, shares inspiring stories of transformation. Known as the 
‘Daughter of the Mountain,’ Turkman left her teaching job to establish 
an agroecological farm that sustains her family by cultivating 40 crops 
across 12 dunums (about 1.2 hectares). She founded a cooperative and 
transitioned from conventional monoculture farming to agroecological 
farming, free from pesticides and chemical fertilizers that had once bur-
dened her with debt and dependency on corporations. She explained, 
‘Now I have self-sufficiency and, most importantly, freedom. I grow what 
I want, and no one forces me to use any pesticides. I’ve regained the con-
fidence I had long lost in my journey.’

Dr. Omar Tesdell (https://www.omartesdell.org/) came to teach at Birzeit 
University but also set up a youth group that collects data for sustainability of 
local communities (see https://barari.org/en)
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There are over 30 non-governmental organizations that were set-up 
beginning in the 1980s which accelerated during the 1987–1991. There were 
few ngo s dealing with environment or sustainability issues as a form of 
Sumud in the Occupied Palestinian Territories until the late 1980s and the 
1990s when they proliferated during the 1987–1991 uprising. Those that were 
established had good agendas but the creation of the Palestinian Authority 
and its autocratic rule caused the situation of volunteerism and the spirit 
of giving to diminish (Qumsiyeh 2012). A Palestinian Environmental ngo 
network was formed (PENGON.org). Resilience took the form also of some 
initiatives of young people for sustainability and self-reliance such as the 
Nabat farm in the Galilee (https://www.instagram.com/nabatecofarm), Om 
Sleiman farm in Bilin (https://www.instagram.com/omsleimanfarm/), Bayan 
eco-farm (https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082133630986), 
Tent of Nations (Fadil 2013), Rawajeh Al Saen for Bedouin sustainability 
(https://www.facebook.com/rojeheh/), Sakiya (https://sakiya.org/), “Green 
Knowledge Community, Beats for Gaza,” by Majed Abusalama (Esteves 
and Abusalama 2020) and Dalia Association (https://www.dalia.ps/). There 
were groups that help empower entrepreneurs such as BuildPalestine  
(https://buildpalestine.com/about-us/). The Arab Group for the Protection of 
Nature was founded in Jordan by Palestinians with strong connections to the 
land and has succeeded in planting over 3 million trees in Lebanon, Jordan 
and Palestine. Their latest project intends to rehabilitate the Gaza Strip 
(https://apnature.org/en/gaza).

Protest actions are far too many to list regarding environmental justice. We 
can cite a few examples. In January 2022 a friend wrote the Sierra Club asking 
them to reconsider a planned trip to our country which normalizes “Israel” and 
makes it look as a green destination. This is what people dub greenwashing 
occupation, colonization, and apartheid (Falah 2003; Hughes et al. 2023). 
Their response: “we recognize the gravity of the situation and we agree that 
the occupation of Palestine is unjust and inhumane. However, it is our position 
not to restrict trips due to the politics of the countries we educate participants 
about a country’s social and environmental conflicts.” We immediately wrote 
to them to explain that this tour does not show the other side and is guided 
and controlled not to show any environmental injustice issues. The response 
was short “I greatly appreciate your engagement on this issue. While the focus 
of the trip this spring is to give participants an environmental and cultural 
experience that reflects the diversity of the region, I hear your concerns. I have 
shared your perspectives with longtime members of the Sierra Club Board of 
Directors as well as senior staff across multiple departments, and we will take 
your feedback under consideration for the future.” A month later, the trip was 
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cancelled but then was quickly reinstated (though with limited participation) 
after pressure from the Zionist lobby.

There is a global environmental justice atlas https://ejatlas.org/ and we 
in Palestine can add to it. Global working groups like https://ceobs.org/ 
should be approached for support. Some local and even Israeli organizations 
provide legal support such as https://gisha.org/ (mostly focused on Gaza) and  
https://www.saintyves.org/ (focused on West Bank). There is a very useful 
toolkit for managing conflicts like ours and issues like natural resources 
(uniftfpa 2012). Palestinians should maximally utilize UN procedures for 
environmental justice issues. The UN Human Rights Council sets up special 
rapporteurs on human rights (see the insightful new book by three previous 
holders of the position: Dugard et al. 2023). The current Rapporteur is Francesca 
Albanese and items can be submitted also via link https://spsubmission.ohchr 
.org/. What is needed are special rapporteurs for environmental rights/justice.

The most effective community resistance works bottom-up to resist 
environmental injustice. The Maan Development Center was started in 1989 
by a group of activists “united by the passion to contribute to the strengthening 
and steadfastness of the Palestinian society via developing and protecting its 
human and natural resources and its local institutions, in a way that supports 
the national liberation process, upholding Palestinians’ rights and ending the 
Israeli occupation” (https://www.maan-ctr.org/). They publish educational 
materials and execute projects like a permaculture farm that make a huge 
difference for local resistance to the colonial project destruction of lives and 
livelihoods. The Land Research Center and the Applied research institution 
both also engage in research and protection related to environmental 
issues in relation to colonization. The Palestine Institute of Biodiversity and 
Sustainability (pibs at palestinenature.org) was established in 2014 with the 
mission to research, educate about, and conserve our natural world, culture, 
and heritage and use knowledge to promote responsible human interactions 
with our environment. pibs depended mostly on volunteers and local 
donations but now has started to get other interests and support and is growing 
rapidly. Even in the situation of occupation and with minimal resources, we 
were able to do significant research (160 publications), education/community 
awareness, conservation, and community service (ecosystem services) that 
indeed helped challenge environmental injustice (Hassouna 2024; Qumsiyeh 
2017, 2023, 2021; Qumsiyeh and AbuSarhan 2020, 2021; Qumsiyeh et al. 2017, 
2023, 2024a,b). To date, only a limited number of contributions have examined 
environmentalism as a powerful discursive tool for constructing the future. 
The case of the gardens highlights three interrelated aspects of the production 
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of ecological counter-futures: futures as knowledge, futures as (bio)diversity, 
and futures as survival (Hassouna 2024).

	 Discussion

Expanding on Martinez-Alier’s (2002) concept of environmentalism of the 
poor, Jennifer Pedersen (2018) notes that an environmentalism of the occupied 
can be observed in the West Bank, where environmentalism can be understood 
as a struggle to sustain current and future livelihoods, but also aimed at 
securing self-determination/sovereignty over land and resources. In a climate-
changed future, with agriculture increasingly under threat across the globe, 
the strategies and especially the perseverance of Palestinians in their agro-
resistance serves as an example for all of us.

Palestinians resisted encroachment and dispossession at every stage and in 
every sphere of their lives. Even when they were being shot for trying to return 
to their homes and lands 1948–1950, tens of thousands managed to do so which 
added to the so-called demographic challenge. As land confiscation after 
1948 and after 1967 continued, farmers continued to resist evictions. Planting 
trees, returning to the land, and reconnecting with a rich agricultural heritage 
became manifestations of sumud (resilience, persistence). In the West Bank 
and Gaza, actions of resistance by planting and harvesting are very common. 
Farmers in Gaza and the West Bank risk being shot on sight as they planted 
near the wall. Farmers lose crops to settler and soldier attacks regularly. Yet 
they continue.

The Palestinian environment is suffering from loss of natural resources, 
neglect environmental pollution, low water quality, depletion of water sources, 
and other human impacts leading to habitat loss and decline in biodiversity. 
The Israeli occupation and colonization activities pose major threats to the 
Palestinian environment. Addressing these and global challenges like climate 
change requires a grassroots effort and not a top-down approach (Bullard 1994; 
Martinez-Alier 2002). Yet, this environmental Nakba is possible to reverse 
with diligent resistance work and thinking outside the box (Qumsiyeh 2004, 
2012, 2021; Qumsiyeh and AbuSarhan 2020,2021; Qumsiyeh et al. 2017, 2024a). 
The challenge to fighting environmental injustice is mainly hegemony and 
power imbalance with colonizers getting away with dictating their agendas 
(ee Qumsiyeh and Albaradeiya 2022). We must also challenge the corrupting 
neoliberal agendas focused on short-term “aid” and perpetuate occupation 
(Dana 2015; Shehada 2015).

challenging the ecocide of colonization
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We noted internal disagreement about the direction of economic 
development and visions for a sustainable future. The plo proceeded to 
establish ministries and systems of governance analogous to most states in a 
state building mode beginning 1994 following the signing of the Oslo Accords. 
The accords were supposed to be temporary resolving issues like refugees, 
Jerusalem, statehood, water, and fate of Israeli settlements in five years. Clearly, 
there was no intention by the Israeli governments to resolve the issues based 
on international law and UN resolutions (like the Fourth Geneva accords, 
unga 181, 194 or unsc resolutions 242 and 338).

The situation worsened for Palestinians and for the environment. One 
vision, proposed by the Palestinian Authority and international development 
actors, involves building up industry, increasing international investment in 
modernizing the Palestinian economy, and, generally, approaching the idea 
of a “green economy” from an angle of technological advancements and job 
creation. The other vision, articulated primarily by Palestinian farmers and 
many young people aspiring to be producers rather than consumers who still 
make up the majority of workers in the occupied territories, is one of going 
back to one’s roots: to small scale farming, with an eye towards biodiversity 
and ancestral farming practices, with cooperation and self-sufficiency as 
the overarching ideals. The first is a vision of accommodation; the second 
is one of restoring what was lost or destroyed by occupation, colonization, 
and capitalism (Braverman 2021, 2023; Meneley 2021). We should be looking 
for environmental justice that go beyond equitable distribution of harms 
and goods but focus instead on sustainability. We can find such a framework 
articulated by those who are seeking to change our very relationship with the 
environment, to return to interdependence, to return to indigenous solutions.

The international community can help local communities in achieving 
environmental justice (Pellow 2007). In the case of Palestine, the environmental 
justice push is intricately linked to decolonization and many global actors 
seem reluctant to do action that helps popular resistance and thus focus only 
on humanitarian aid. Calls for justice, reparations, and decolonization efforts 
underscore the need for comprehensive policies that uphold environmental 
rights and promote sustainable development in post-colonial contexts. This 
reluctance to act by international groups is disappointing especially since the 
ecocide is considered an international crime by legal scholars and the Stop 
Ecocide Foundation reflects the urgency to codify environmental justice 
within international frameworks (Higgins et al. 2013).

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court includes 
environmental destruction as a potential war crime if it causes “widespread, 
long-term and severe damage” (Rome Statute, Art. 8(2)(b)(iv)). Multiple 
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UN reports have found Israel’s actions meet this threshold in areas like 
Gaza. Palestine, as a State Party to the icc, has the legal capacity to bring 
environmental cases before international courts. Educating globally about 
ecocide in the context of Palestine is thus important. Unfortunately this issue 
receives much less attention and protest action than issues like killing civilians 
or destruction of the infrastructure built by people (e.g. in the recent onslaught 
on Gaza). While the International Criminal Court and International Court of 
Justice have looked and made some findings regarding war crimes and crimes 
against humanity committed in the Gaza Strip 2023–2025, hardly any mention 
was given to the utter destruction of plant cover, agricultural fields, and wild 
habitats (see Dardona 2025; Qumsiyeh 2024).

The conflict in Palestine affects all facets of life in our land including the 
environment and environmental conservation. In this sense, it becomes clear 
that there is an organic connection between peace and environmental issues. 
The idea of conflict resolution including those related to environmental issues 
is to seek to reconcile competing interests but to do it in a way that leads to 
sustainability (Temper et al. 2018). Conflict over land and natural resources are 
difficult but can be tackled in a methodological way usually if the two parties 
are somewhat balanced (it is more difficult in very uneven conflicts such as 
colonialism). In terms of managing natural resources and the environment, 
the idea is to arrive at sustainable development and state building through the 
process of ending the conflict and post conflict management (uniftfpa 2012).

Integrating the environment in peace building efforts and in joint struggle 
is different and opposite to normalization efforts. This is not a conflict 
between two parties but a colonial anti-colonial struggle. Trying to equate 
the oppressor with the oppressed (e.g. in areas like perpetuating the conflict 
or violence) does a disservice to understanding and dealing with reality. The 
cost of occupation even without counting natural resources is in the billions 
(arij 2015; Arafeh et al. 2015). The disparity between settlers and natives in 
land control, economy, and access is also compounded by disparity in use 
of other natural resources especially water. Cooperation with long-term 
occupiers/colonizers in waste management should not lead to normalization 
and strengthening of the status quo of occupation by treating the waste from 
settlers in “joint facilities” (see e.g. Barak 2012; Reynolds 2017). A good example 
of this is http://environmentalpeacebuilding.org/ as a positive approach 
instead of the negative one of normalization. Normalization activities (also in 
environment) involve cooperation between the occupiers and occupied with 
assumptions of normalcy of the situation. For example the Arava Institute is 
dubbed as a peacebuilding institute (Alleson & Schoenfeld 2007). However, 
real peacebuilding requires facing hard realities and for the occupiers who 
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wish to work with the oppressed to challenge the system and genuinely join in 
the struggle of the oppressed including on environmental justice issues in an 
area that is the cradle of civilization and key to peace and justice in other parts 
of the world (Qumsiyeh 2018).

While discussions around environmental justice are relatively new in 
the mainstream consciousness, Palestinians have been resisting land theft 
and ecological destruction at the hands of the Israelis for decades. Land 
reclamation and mass mobilization related to agriculture and agroecology 
are often practiced in response to the creation and expansion of settlements 
in the West Bank (Araj 2021; Kohlbry 2022; Qumsiyeh et al. 2024b). Claiming 
land use over neglected lands or repurposing crops and trees that are no longer 
productive with more fruitful ones are some of the ways in which Palestinians 
have been vouching for the necessity of keeping their land and asserting its 
use. Today, with the burgeoning fears of climate change impacts, and with 
the exacerbated impacts of the occupation, Palestinians have been furthering 
environmental justice actions to address the intersection between the two 
connected issues.

Another way to respond to environmental injustice associated with 
colonization is education and awareness raising. Education, especially relating 
to natural and cultural heritage can be considered a form of resistance (Dei 
and Kempf 2006; Nathani Wane 2009). Minoia and Taher (2024) showed in 
a comparative study in Ecuador and Palestine, that there is indeed space for 
resistance that allows indigenous people to confront neo-liberal and colonial 
attempts and to reconnect them to their heritage). This process must begin 
by ensuring indigenous people and indigenous knowledge enters into the 
curriculum (Lees et al. 2021).

Palestinians have also exercised other measures of resistance by targeting 
the Israeli industry sectors that have imposed direct harm on the environment 
(Qumsiyeh 2017b). The Israeli tourism industry, which has blocked and 
deterred Palestinians from access, managing, and safeguarding land while 
further contributing to waste accumulation and resource deprivation, have 
been resisted by Palestinians who have created alternative forms of tourism. 
Seen as a way to divert the Israeli agenda to use tourism initiatives as a political 
tool for obscuring the occupation, and to further control Palestinian land, the 
Alternative Tourism Group of Palestine (https://atg.ps/) exposes the reality 
of life under occupation (Higgins-Desbiolles, Whyte, and Tedmanson 2013). 
Efforts like these not only provide more sustainable ways of introducing 
tourists to Palestinian heritage and culture, but to also provide alternative 
forms of touristic endeavors that do not further deteriorate local waters, waste, 
and land under Israeli operators.
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The literature on environmental justice in Palestine rarely addressed 
local community action and we tried to cover some of this here. Yet, much 
more research is needed. While there are many examples of resistance 
that Palestinians have exercised to increase biodiversity and practice agro 
activism through olive and community farming, there are still challenges due 
to the restrictions imposed by the Israeli border control on the movement and 
regulation of crops, plants, and seeds. To exemplify, since the 1970s, Israeli 
forces have confiscated za’atar plants at checkpoints under the pretense 
of preserving the natural habitat and health of wild za’atar. Palestinians 
have also been prevented from picking wild thyme as it has been culturally 
practiced, due to an Israeli classification of wild thyme as a ‘protected plant’ 
(Abdelnour et al. 2012). We noted above that ecological decolonization 
can take many forms. Planting seeds at risk of extinction and reconnecting 
with our cultural heritage is one such activity, where the act of planting, 
harvesting, and foraging soil, seeds, and plants through sustained historical 
practices and local knowledge help to retain Palestinian connection to the 
land and regenerate the land (Mendeley 2021). Urban gardening in efforts 
for restoration has shown promise in the capabilities to connect Palestinians 
to their land (Qumsiyeh et al. 2022). Seed sharing and archiving through 
seed libraries is one way in which Palestinians have been working towards 
maintaining plant diversity and expanding farmers’ agricultural output 
and attachment to their heritage. The settler colonial occupation not only 
vies for the theft of land but also the erasure of Palestinian knowledge and 
traditions; sustaining seed diversity and Palestinian knowledge in nurturing 
and growing them is part of an environmental justice movement that ensures 
cultural longevity and existence (Mendeley, 2018). We believe that activism 
for environmental justice is central to peace (Awad 2019) and to sustainability 
(Salem 2019). The examples cited above show indeed that indigenous 
people agency can be a critical component of ecological decolonization. 
Much more needs to be done to end the ongoing environmental ‘Nakba’/
catastrophe (Qumsiyeh and Abusarhan 2020). This requires concerted 
efforts of individuals, organizations, local authorities and the international 
community.

Acknowledgements

Our seed banking and agroecological intervention projects that prompted this 
work were partially funded by the United Methodist Committee on Relief of 
Global Ministries and an anonymous donor.

challenging the ecocide of colonization

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281



276

REFERENCES

Abdelnour, S., Tartir, A. and Zurayk, R., 2012. Farming Palestine for freedom. Policy brief, 
Al-Shabaka, Washington DC.

Abdulmajeed, A., 2018. Conceptual and methodological approaches to reading the 
realm of cooperatives in occupied Palestine. Journal für Entwicklungspolitik, 34(1), 
pp.35–61.

Abu Hammad, A., Haugen, L. and Borresen, T., 2004. Effects of stonewalled terracing 
techniques on soil-water conservation and wheat production under Mediterranean 
conditions. Environmental Management, 34, pp.701–710.

Al-Butmeh, A., al-Shalalfeh, Z., Zawahreh, M. and Scandrett, E., 2019. The environ-
ment as a site of struggle against settler-colonialism in Palestine. In: A. Harley and 
E. Scandrett, eds. Environmental Justice, Popular Struggle and Community Develop-
ment. Bristol: Policy Press, pp.153–171.

Al-Khateeb, A. J., Al-Sari, M. I., Al-Khatib, I. A. and Anayah, F., 2017. Factors affecting 
the sustainability of solid waste management system—the case of Palestine. Envi-
ronmental Monitoring and Assessment, 189(6), pp.1–12.

Alleson, I. and Schoenfeld, S., 2007. Environmental justice and peacebuilding in the 
Middle East. Peace Review, 19(3), pp.371–379.

Anabtawi, R., 2016. Is development under occupation sustainable? Agriculture as a model 
(permaculture). Master’s thesis, Bethlehem University, micad.

Arafeh, N., al-Botmeh, S. and Farsakh, L., 2015. How Israeli settlements stifle Pales-
tine’s economy. Al-Shabaka. Available at: https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/how-israeli 
-settlements-stifle-palestines-economy/ [Accessed 1 Jun 2025].

Araj, K., 2021. Agroecology and resistance in Palestine. Journal of Peasant Studies, 48(5), 
pp.1084–1103.

arij (Applied Research Institute—Jerusalem), 2015. The economic cost of the Israeli 
occupation of the occupied Palestinian Territories. Bethlehem, Palestine. Available at: 
https://bit.ly/2SmrPaX [Accessed 1 Jun. 2025].

Artz, L. (2023).US media framing of conflict in the Middle East: Human and environ-
mental consequences, International Journal of Interdisciplinary Global Studies 18.2 
(2023): 19–34.

Ashqar, A., 2012. Thirsting for justice: A campaign to educate and mobilize Palestinian youth 
to advocate for water rights. Capstone Collection. 2545. Available at: https://digital 
collections.sit.edu/capstones/2545 [Accessed 1 Jun. 2025].

badil, 2013. Israeli land grab and forced population transfer of Palestinians: A hand-
book for vulnerable individuals and communities. Bethlehem, Palestine. Available at:  
http://www.badil.org/phocadownload/Badil_docs/publications/handbook2013 
eng.pdf [Accessed 1 Jun. 2025].

qumsiyeh and guevara

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281

https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/how-israeli-settlements-stifle-palestines-economy/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/how-israeli-settlements-stifle-palestines-economy/
https://bit.ly/2SmrPaX
https://digitalcollections.sit.edu/capstones/2545
https://digitalcollections.sit.edu/capstones/2545
http://www.badil.org/phocadownload/Badil_docs/publications/handbook2013eng.pdf
http://www.badil.org/phocadownload/Badil_docs/publications/handbook2013eng.pdf


277

Barak, B. B., 2012. Environmental economic approach for resolving the environmen-
tal crisis in Jerusalem’s Kidron River Basin. The International Journal of Science and 
Society, 3(2), pp.65–78.

Barakat, R., 2018. Writing/Righting Palestine Studies: Settler colonialism, indigenous 
sovereignty and resisting the ghost(s) of history. Settler Colonial Studies, 8(3), 
pp.349–363.

Braverman, I., 2021. Environmental justice, settler colonialism, and more-than-humans 
in the occupied West Bank: An introduction. Environment and Planning E: Nature 
and Space, 4(1), pp.3–27.

Braverman, I., 2023. Settling Nature: The Conservation Regime in Palestine-Israel. Min-
nesota, University of Minnesota Press, 344 pp.

Bullard, R. D., 1994. Overcoming racism in environmental decision making. Environ-
ment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development, 36(8), pp.10–27.

cesvi, 2019. Solid waste management in the occupied Palestinian Territory. Available at: 
https://bit.ly/2SRXsJX [Accessed 1 Jun. 2025].

Dana, T., 2015. Corruption in Palestine: A self-enforcing system. Al Shabaka Policy Brief. 
Available at: https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/86433609.pdf [Accessed 1 June 2025].

Dardona, Z., Amane, M., Dardona, A. and Boussaa, S., 2025. Health and environmental 
impacts of Gaza conflict (2023–2024): A review. One Health Bulletin, 5(1), pp.1–12.

Deeik, M., 2025. Untold Revolution: Food Sovereignty in Palestine. Heinrich Böll Stiftung. 
Available at: https://www.boell.de/en/2025/02/05/untold-revolution-food-sover-
eignty-in-palestine [Accessed 1 June 2025].

Dei, G. J. S. and Kempf, A., 2006. Anti-colonialism and education: The politics of resist-
ance. Vol. 7. Leiden: Brill.

Dugard, J., Falk, R. and Lynk, M., 2023. Protecting Human Rights in Occupied Palestine: 
Working through the United Nations. Atlanta: Clarity Press.

Ebbesson, J. (ed.), 2002. Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in the EU. The Hague: 
Kluwer, pp.6–8.

Esteves, A. M. and Abusalama, M., 2020. “Green Knowledge Community, Beats for 
Gaza”: Transnational linkages and institutional obstacles to the diffusion of arts and 
permaculture-based resilience knowledge among youth in Gaza. Bethlehem Univer-
sity Journal, 37, pp.68–84.

ewash, 2012. Thirsting for Justice: Palestinian Rights to Water and Sanitation. [online] 
Available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/thirst-
ing-justice-palestinian-rights-water-and-sanitation [Accessed 1 June 2025].

ewash, 2016. ewash Concerned by Water Restrictions in the West Bank Resulting From 
Israeli Discriminatory Policies. [online] Available at: https://reliefweb.int/report 
/occupiedpalestinian-territory/ewash-concerned-water-restrictions-westbank 
-resulting-israeli [Accessed 1 June 2025].

challenging the ecocide of colonization

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281

https://bit.ly/2SRXsJX
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/86433609.pdf
https://www.boell.de/en/2025/02/05/untold-revolution-food-sovereignty-in-palestine
https://www.boell.de/en/2025/02/05/untold-revolution-food-sovereignty-in-palestine
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/thirsting-justice-palestinian-rights-water-and-sanitation
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/thirsting-justice-palestinian-rights-water-and-sanitation
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupiedpalestinian-territory/ewash-concerned-water-restrictions-westbank-resulting-israeli
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupiedpalestinian-territory/ewash-concerned-water-restrictions-westbank-resulting-israeli
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupiedpalestinian-territory/ewash-concerned-water-restrictions-westbank-resulting-israeli


278

Fadil, A., 2013. Fostering Palestine’s connection to the Earth: Non-violent activism 
at the Tent of Nations. Pulitzer Center. Available at: https://pulitzercenter.org 
/stories/fostering-palestines-connection-earth-non-violent-activism-tent-nations 
[Accessed 1 June 2025].

Falah, G., 2003. Dynamics and patterns of the shrinking of Arab lands in Palestine. 
Political Geography, 22(2), pp.179–209.

Fullilove, C., 2022. Security versus sovereignty in a Palestinian seed bank. In: J. Krige, 
ed. Knowledge flows in a global age: A transnational approach. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, pp.275–304.

Golzar Anderson, M. and Phan, T., 2022. Decolonisation on (in) the ground: Farming 
as colonial resistance in Palestine. Shado Magazine. Available at: https://shado-mag 
.com/land-defenders/decolonisation-on-in-the-ground-farming-as-colonial 
-resistance-in-palestine/ [Accessed 1 June 2025].

Hasso, F. S., 2001. Feminist generations? The long-term impact of social movement 
involvement on Palestinian women’s lives. American Journal of Sociology, 107(3), 
pp.586–611.

Hasso, F. S., 2005. Resistance, repression, and gender politics in occupied Palestine and 
Jordan. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.

Hassouna, S., 2024. Cultivating biodiverse futures at the (postcolonial) botanical gar-
den. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 49(2), p.e12639.

Higgins, P., Short, D. and South, N., 2013. Protecting the planet: A proposal for a law of 
ecocide. Crime, Law and Social Change, 59(3), pp.251–266.

Higgins-Desbiolles, F., Whyte, K. P. and Tedmanson, D. J., 2013. Tourism and environ-
mental justice. PhD. Sagamore.

Hughes, S. S., Velednitsky, S. and Green, A. A., 2023. Greenwashing in Palestine/Israel: 
Settler colonialism and environmental injustice in the age of climate catastrophe. 
Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space, 6(1), pp.495–513.

Khalifah, C. and Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2024. How the colonizers are also mentally colo-
nized: An Israeli-Palestinian example. Palestine-Israel Journal of Politics, Economics 
& Culture, 29, pp.92–100.

Kohlbry, P., 2022. To cover the land in green: Rain-fed agriculture and anti-colonial land 
reclamation in Palestine. The Journal of Peasant Studies, pp.1–19.

Krieger, H., 2018. Nurturing alternative development: Agricultural cooperatives in Pal-
estine. Journal Für Entwicklungspolitik, 34(1), pp.4–13.

Kuttab, E., 2018. Alternative development: A response to neo-liberal de-development 
from a gender perspective. Journal Für Entwicklungspolitik, 34(1), pp.62–90.

Lanjouw, A., 2021. De‐colonizing conservation in a global world. American Journal of 
Primatology, 83(4), p.e23258.

Lees, A., Tropp Laman, T. and Calderón, D., 2021. “Why didn’t I know this?”: Land edu-
cation as an antidote to settler colonialism in early childhood teacher education. 
Theory Into Practice, 60(3), pp.279–290.

qumsiyeh and guevara

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281

https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/fostering-palestines-connection-earth-non-violent-activism-tent-nations
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/fostering-palestines-connection-earth-non-violent-activism-tent-nations
https://shado-mag.com/land-defenders/decolonisation-on-in-the-ground-farming-as-colonial-resistance-in-palestine/
https://shado-mag.com/land-defenders/decolonisation-on-in-the-ground-farming-as-colonial-resistance-in-palestine/
https://shado-mag.com/land-defenders/decolonisation-on-in-the-ground-farming-as-colonial-resistance-in-palestine/


279

Martinez-Alier, J., 2002. The Environmentalism of the Poor: A Study of Ecological Con-
flicts and Valuation. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.

Meneley, A., 2021. Hope in the ruins: Seeds, plants, and possibilities of regeneration. 
Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space, 4(1), pp.158–172.

Minoia, P. and Taher, T., 2024. Resistance-existence within and against education in 
colonized lands. In: Justice Oriented, Postcolonial and Postcapitalist Transformations. 
London: Routledge.

Nathani Wane, N., 2009. Indigenous education and cultural resistance: A decolonizing 
project. Curriculum Inquiry, 39(1), pp.159–178.

Pedersen, J. L., 2018. Environmentalism of the occupied: A slow violence perspec-
tive on the West Bank’s deteriorating agricultural sector, and an overview of Pal-
estinian agro-resistance in the struggle towards food sovereignty. Unpublished 
manuscript.

Pellow, D. N., 2007. Resisting Global Toxics: Transnational Movements for Environmental 
Justice. Cambridge, MA: mit Press.

Perrier, J., 2021. Land defenders, infrastructural violence and environmental colonial-
ity: Resisting a wastewater treatment plant in East Nablus. In: A. Angelini and C. 
Schliwa, eds. Environmental Defenders. London: Routledge, pp.198–217.

Peteet, J., 1992. Gender in Crisis: Women and the Palestinian Resistance Movement. New 
York: Columbia University Press.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2004. Sharing the Land of Canaan: Human Rights and the Israeli-
Palestinian Struggle. London: Pluto Press.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2015. Evolution of armed to unarmed resistance in Palestine. In: V. 
Dudouet, ed. Nonviolent Resistance and Conflict Transformation. Abingdon: Rout-
ledge, pp.77–99.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2017. Nature and resistance in Palestine. Active Arab Voices. Avail-
able at: http://www.activearabvoices.org/uploads/8/0/8/4/80849840/qumsiyehpm 
nhresistance-rm.pdf [Accessed 1 June 2025].

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2017a. Nature and resistance in Palestine. Active Arab Voices.
Qumsiyeh, M., 2017b. Critical and historical assessment of bds (Boycotts, Divestment, 

and Sanctions) in Palestine. In: A. Özerdem, C. Thiessen and M. Qassoum, eds. Con-
flict Transformation and the Palestinians: The Dynamics of Peace and Justice under 
Occupation. Abingdon: Routledge, pp.98–113.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2018. Environmental effects of the occupation and Palestine Museum 
of Natural History. In: Kumi Now: An Inclusive Call for Nonviolent Action to Achieve a 
Just Peace. Jerusalem: Sabeel, pp.264–273.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., 2021. Challenging colonization: Building sustainable human and nat-
ural communities in Palestine. Radical Ecological Democracy.

Qumsiyeh, M., 2023. Developing institutions that serve national goals: Case study of 
the Palestine Institute for Biodiversity and Sustainability. Al-Quds Journal for Natu-
ral Sciences, 1(3), pp.6–10.

challenging the ecocide of colonization

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281

http://www.activearabvoices.org/uploads/8/0/8/4/80849840/qumsiyehpmnhresistance-rm.pdf
http://www.activearabvoices.org/uploads/8/0/8/4/80849840/qumsiyehpmnhresistance-rm.pdf


280

Qumsiyeh, M. B. and Abusarhan, M. A., 2020. An environmental Nakba: The Palestin-
ian environment under Israeli colonization. Science for the People, 23(1).

Qumsiyeh, M. B. and Abusarhan, M., 2021. Biodiversity and environmental conserva-
tion in Palestine. In: M. Öztürk, V. Altay and R. Efe, eds. Biodiversity Conservation 
and Sustainability in Asia, Vol. 1: Prospects and Challenges in West Asia and Caucasus. 
Cham: Springer Nature, pp.1–22.

Qumsiyeh, M. B. and Albardeiya, I. M., 2022. Politics, power, and the environment in 
Palestine. Africana Studia, 37, pp.9–18.

Qumsiyeh, M. B. and Amro, A. I., 2019. Liberation from mental colonization: A case 
study of the indigenous people of Palestine. In: T. Kleibl, R. Lutz, N. Noyoo and B. 
Bunk, eds. The Routledge Book of Postcolonial Social Work. Abingdon: Routledge, 
pp.185–196.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., Handal, E., Chang, J., Abualia, K., Najajreh, M. and Abusarhan, M., 
2017. Role of museums and botanical gardens in ecosystem services in developing 
countries: Case study and outlook. International Journal of Environmental Studies, 
74(2), pp.340–350.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., Saeed, R., Najajreh, M. H., Katbeh-Badr, N., Ikhmais, H., Simonett, O., 
Mackey, A. and Libert, M. E., 2022. Environmental education and climate change in 
a colonial context. Africana Studia, 37, pp.109–121.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., Bassous-Ghattas, R., Handal, E. N., Abusarhan, M., Najajreh, M. H. 
and Albaradeyiyah, I. M., 2023. Biodiversity conservation of a new protected area 
‘Al-Arqoub’, South Jerusalem Hills, Palestine. Parks Journal, 29, pp.33–42.

Qumsiyeh, M. B., Najajrah, M. H., Handal, E. N., Gideon, J. and Abusarhan, M. A., 2024a. 
The importance of urban eco-gardens for biodiversity and human sustainability: A 
case study from Palestine. Cities and the Environment, 17(1).

Qumsiyeh, M. B., McHugh, C., Shaheen, S. and Najajrah, M. H., 2024b. Bio-cultural 
landscape and eco-friendly agriculture in Al-Arqoub villages, south Jerusalem, Pal-
estine. Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, 48(10), pp.1489–1513.

Reynolds, K. M., 2017. Unpacking the complex nature of cooperative interactions: Case 
studies of Israeli–Palestinian environmental cooperation in the greater Bethlehem 
area. GeoJournal, 82(4), pp.701–719.

Salem, H. S., 2019. No sustainable development in the lack of environmental justice. 
Environmental Justice, 12(3), pp.140–157.

Shehada, Y., 2015. Does foreign aid accelerate corruption? The case of the Palestinian 
national authority. Journal of Holy Land and Palestine Studies, 14(2), pp.165–187.

Tal, A., 2002. Pollution in a Promised Land: An Environmental History of Israel. Berkeley: 
University of California Press.

Temper, L., Demaria, F., Scheidel, A., Del Bene, D. and Martinez-Alier, J., 2018. The 
Global Environmental Justice Atlas (EJAtlas): Ecological distribution conflicts as 
forces for sustainability. Sustainability Science, 13(3), pp.573–584.

qumsiyeh and guevara

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281



281

Tesdell, O., 2020. Agroecology and food sovereignty in Palestine. Journal of Agriculture, 
Food Systems, and Community Development.

Tesdell, O., Othman, Y. and Alkhoury, S., 2019. Rainfed agroecosystem resilience in the 
Palestinian West Bank, 1918–2017. Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, 43(1), 
pp.21–39.

Tesdell, O., Othman, Y., Dowani, Y., Khraishi, S., Deeik, M., Muaddi, F., Schlautman, B., 
Krug, A. S. and Van Tassel, D., 2020. Envisioning perennial agroecosystems in Pales-
tine. Journal of Arid Environments, 175, p.104085.

uniftfpa (United Nations Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action), 2012. 
Toolkit and Guidance for Preventing and Managing Land and Natural Resources 
Conflict: Land and Conflict. Geneva. Available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/world 
/toolkit-and-guidance-preventing-and-managing-land-and-natural-resources 
-conflict [Accessed 1 June 2025].

Weizman, E., 2012. Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of Occupation. London: Verso 
Books.

Wolfe, P., 2006. Settler colonialism and the elimination of the native. Journal of Geno-
cide Research, 8(4), pp.387–409.

Yavuz, C. I. and Unal, S. B., 2025. War and environmental health in Gaza. Eastern Medi-
terranean Health Journal, 31(2), pp.151–153.

Yin, H., Eklund, L., Habash, D., Qumsiyeh, M. B. and Van Den Hoek, J., 2025. Evaluating 
war-induced damage to agricultural land in the Gaza Strip since October 2023 using 
PlanetScope and SkySat imagery. Science of Remote Sensing, p.100199.

Zurayk, R., 2012. Food, Farming, and Freedom: Sowing the Arab Spring. Washington, DC: 
Just World Books.

challenging the ecocide of colonization

Protest 5 (2025) 265–281

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/toolkit-and-guidance-preventing-and-managing-land-and-natural-resources-conflict
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/toolkit-and-guidance-preventing-and-managing-land-and-natural-resources-conflict
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/toolkit-and-guidance-preventing-and-managing-land-and-natural-resources-conflict



